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Meajure for Meajme. 


Eft* 1 fir, very well. 

£h> Nay 3 Ibefcechyoumarkcitwe!L 
Eft* Weil, I doe fa. 

Ch* Doth your honor fee any harmein his face ? 
Eft, Why no, 

C/fl B He be fuppofd vpon a booke,hi & face is the worft 
thing about him: good then: if his face be the worft 
thing about him, how could M after Freth doe the Con- 
ftafeles wife any harmc? I would know that of your 
honour* 

Eft. He sin the right (Coaftable) what fay you to it? 

Elk Firft,andit like you, the houfe is a refpected 
houfe; nex^this is arefpeaed fellow; and his Miftris is 
arefpeited woman. 

0&+ By this hand $k,his wife is a more refpefied per- 
fon then any of vs all. 

Slk Varlec.thou lyeff; thou lycft wicked varlet; the 
time is yet to come that fliee was euer refpe£tcd wish 
man^oman^or childe. 

CI*, Sir,(he was refpefled with him, before he mjar- 
ricd with hen 

Eft* Which is the wifer here | I&Jtkeot 1 mquitte ? Is 
this true / 

Elk O thou caytifFe / O thou varler : O thou wick- 
ed Hanni frail; I reipeffced with her,beforc 1 was married 
to her? If euer I was refpe&ed with her, or fbe with me, 
let not your wot fh? p thinke mec the poor eZ^ferj Offi- 
cer : proue this, thou wicked Hmmfall y or ile baue 
mine action of battry on thee. 

Eft* If he tooke you a box oth'eare, you might haue 
j your a&ioaof flander too* 

Elb* Marry Ithankeyour good worfhip fork: what 
is*t your Worships pleafure I ihall doc with this wick- 
ed CaicifFe > 

Eft, Truly Officer^becaufe he hath feme offences in 
him, that thou wouldftdifcouer, if thou eouldft. Jet him 
continue in his courfes , till thou knowfl what they are* 

Elk Marry I thanke your wot {hip for it ; Thou fee ft 
thou wicked tarlet now., what's come vpon rhec- Thou 
art to continue now thou Varlet,thou art to continue* 

Eft* Where were you heme, friend? 

Froth. Here in Vienna^ Sir, 

Eft* Are you of fourefcore pounds a yeere ? 

Froth* Yes, and *t pleafe you fir* 

Eft* So : what trade are you of, fir ? 

Clo, A Tapfter, a poore widdowes Tapftcr, 

£ft 9 Your Miftris name? 

C/o, Miftris Ouer-don* 

Eft, Hath {he had any more then one husband ? 
Ch* Nine, fir : Oner-ion by the la ft* 
Eft* Nine ? come bether to mejMafter Froth ;Maftcr 
Frothy I would not haue you acquainted with Tapfters \ 
they will draw you M after Fr&tb find you wil hang them: 
get you goo j and let mc heare no more of you. 

Fro, Ithankeyour worfhip: for mineowne part , I 
neuer comemto any roomein a Tap-houfe, but lam 
drawne in* 

£/?* Well : no more cf it Mafler Froth; farewell: 
Come you hethcr to me, M^Tapfter ; what's your name 
M'*Tapfter? 
Clo* Fompty* 
Eft* Whacelfo? 
Ch* "Bum^iu 

Eft . Troth^aod your bum is the grcateft thing about 
you, fothat in the bcaftiieft fence, you are Pempty the 


great ; Pompgy, you arc partly a bawd, Empty ; howfe, 
euer you colour it in being a Tapfter.ajeyoiinot? com/ 
tell me true, it fhall be the better for you* 

Ch+ Truly fir, I ana a poore fellow tha t would line 
Efi m How would you Hue Pompty? by being a b aw ^ 
what doe you thinke of the trade Pempty} h it a lawfuft 
trade ? 

Clo. If the Law would allow it, fir. 

Eft, But the Law will not allow it Pompty ; nor j t 
fhall not be allowed in Vienna 

£7** Do's your Worftrip tneane to geld and fplay 
the youth of the City £ 

Eft, X^o^Pompey*, 

Ch* Truely Sir, in my poore opinion they will too't 
then : if your worfliip will take order for the drabs ant 
the knaues, you nesd not to feare the bawds, 

Eft, There is pretty orders beginning I can tell you; 
It is but hetding, and hanging, 

Ch* If you head, and hang all that offend that way 
but for ccnycare together; you'll be glad togiueoucf 
Commiilion for more heads : if this law hold inf7f^ 
ten yeare, ile rent the faireft houfe ink after three peace 
a Bay : if yog Hue to fee this come to paffe , fay P m p„ 
told you fo< 

Eft* Th anke you good ^Pornfty ; and in requitall of 
your propheficj harke you :1 aduifeyoulet mcnotfinde 
you before mc again e vpon any complamt whatfocuer 
no, not for dwelling where you doe ; if 1 doe Pomfej^ 
fhall beat you to your Tent, and proue alhrewdC^ 
to you: in plaine dealing Pompty,! ihall haue youvvhipt; 
fo for this time 1 pompeyStttyou well. 

Cfo, I thanke your Worfhip for your good counfell ; 
but I fhall fotbw it as the flcfti and fortune fhall better 
determine* Whip me ? no^o, let Carman whip his lade 
The valiant heart** not whipt out of hU trade. Exft $ 

Eft, Come hether to mCj Matter Elbove \ come hither 
Matter Conftable how long haue you bin in thisplace 
ofConftablc? 

Elk Seuen yeere, and a halfe fir. 

£ft* I thought by the readineffe in theoffice^youhd 
continued in it fome time : you fay fcauen y cares toge- 
ther. 

Elk And a halfe fit* 

Eft* Alas/it hath beene great paines to you: they do 
you wrong to put you fo oft vpotfr* Are there not men 
in y our Ward Sufficient ro ferue it ? 

Slk 'Faith fir, few of any witin fuch matters : as they 
are chofen, they are glad tochoofeme for them; I do it 
for fome peece of money 5 and goe through with all, 

Eft* Looke you bring mec in the names of fome liie 
or feucn, the moft fufficient of your pariih* 

Elk To your Worfhips houfe fit? 

Eft, To my houfe; fareyouwell : what's a clockt, 
thinke you? 

luft, Eleucn^Sir* 

Eft. I pray you home to dinner with me, 

Ifift* I humbly thanke you. 

€ft, It grieues me for the death oiClmdh 
But there*s no remedies 

lufi. Lord tsfngclo is feuere. 

Eft, It is but needful!, 
Mercy is not it fclfc, that oft iodket fo. 
Pardon is ftill the nurfc of fecond woe % 
But yet, poore CUmdioy there it noreratdift 
Co03«Sk* E&mt* 
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Scena Seeundd* 


Ser ^ Hf hearing of s Gaufe i he will come ftraight, 
Tie tell him of you. 

Pto x Tray you doe ; He know 
Hispleafure,may be he will relent ; alas 
He hath but as offended in a dreame, 
All Sefls, all Ages fmaek of this vice, and he 
Todicfor't? 

Et&er A*gdQ* 
Ang, Now, what's the matter Prmoft > 
pro, Is it your will C/**A«ftuU die to morrow i 
jing. Did not I tell thee yea? hadft thou not order ? 
Vlfhy do*ft thou aske againe ? 

Pn, Left I might be too rafli : 
Voder your good cor region, I haue feene 
When after execution, ludgtment hath 
Repented ore his doome* 

Ang, Goe to ; let that be mine, 
Doe you your office, or giue vp your PIace, 
And you fhall well be fparU 

Pro, I craue your Honors pardon : 
What fhall be done SirJWth the groaning ? 
Shec*svery neereher howre* 

Ang. Difpofeofher 
To fome more fitter place ; and that with fpeed. 

Ser* Here is the fiftcr of the man condemned , 
Defircs acceiTe to you. 
Ak%. Hath he a Sifter f 
Pro. I my good Lord,avery vcrtuous maid, 
And to be fhortlie of a Sifter-hood, 
Ifnotalreadie, 

Ang* Well ; let her beadmittcd, 
See you the Fornkatrcffe be remou'd, 
Let her haue needfull, but not lauifh meanei, 
There fhall be order fot't* 

Enter Lack and If&bcUtt* 
fro* *Saue your Honour. (will i 

Ang, Stay a little while ; y'are welcome ; what's your 
Iftk* I am a wo full Sutorto your Honour , 
TIeafebut your Honor heare me. 
Ang, Well : what's your fuite. 
Iftk There is a vice that moft I doe abhorre, 
And moftdefire (hould meet the blow of luftice ; 
For which I would not plead,but that I niuft, 
For which I muft not plead,but that I am 
At warre, twixt will, and will not. 
Ang, Well: the matter? 
Iftk I haue a brother is condernn*d to die, 
I doe befeech you let it be his fault f 
And not ray brother. 
Pro. Heauen giue thee mouing graces* 
>^«^*Condemnc the fault, and not the a<ftor of it, 
Why euery fault *s condemnd ere it be done : 
Mine were the verie Cipher of a Function 
To fine the faults, whofefine ftaois in record, 
And let goety the Afton- 

I fib. Ohiuft^butfeuereLaw: 
1 had a brother then ; heauen keepe your honour. 

lnc m Giue *c not ore fo *♦ to him againe , entreat hkn t 
Kneeiedwne before him, hang vpon his gawne, 
Youarctoacold , ifyouflioftidneeiapiD, 


You could not with more tame a tongue defire it: 
To hjm,I fay* 

Jfnk Muft he needs die* 1 

Ang* Maiden, no rcmedie. 

If*b* Yes : I doe thinke that you might pardon bioi^ 
And nciiher heauen,nor man grieue at the mercy. 

Ang* I will not doe't, 

ffttk But can you if you would ? 

Ang. Looke what I will not, that I cannot doe* 

ffak But might you doc't & do the world no wrong 
If fo your heart were touch'd with that reniorfe t 
As mine is to him? 

Ang. Hee J s fcntcnVd, tis too lare* 

Lttc* You are too cold- 

I fab. Too late ? why no ; I that doe fpeak a word 
May call it againe : well, beleeue this 
No ceremony that to great ones longs, 
Not the Kings Crowne; nor the deputed fword, 
The Marfti alls Truncheon, not the ludgesRobe 
Become them with one halfe fo good a grace 
As mercie does: if hehad bin as you,andyou ashe, 
You would haueflipt like him,buc helikeyou 
Would not haue beenc fo fterne* 

Ang, Pray you be gone* 

Iftk I would ro heauen I had your potcncie, 
And you were ; fhould it then be thus? 
No^ I would tell what'twere to be a Iudge t 
Ann what a prtfoner, 

Lu€* L toucli him : therc*s rhe vaine* 

Ang* Your Brother is a forfeit of the Law f 
And you but wafteyour words, 

Iftk Alas, alas : 
Why all the foules that were, were forfeit once, 
And he that might the vantage beft haue cooke, 
Found out theremedie ; how would you be, 
If he, which is the cop of Iudgcmenr f fh.ould 
But iudge you, as you arc ? Oh, thinke on that t 
And mercie then will breathe within your lips 
Like man new made* 

Ang. Be you con tent, (fa ire Maid) 
It is the Law, not I, condemncyour brother, 
Were he my kinfman, brother,, or my fonne. 
It fhould be thus with him : he muft die tomorrow. 

Iftk To morrow ? oh^hat's fodaine, 
Spare him, fpare him : 

Hee's not prepar'd fo r death ; cuen for our ki tchins 
We kill the fowl c of feafon : fhall we ferue heauen 
With lefle refpeft then we doe minifter 
To our groffc-fe!ues?good,goodniy Lordjbethink you; 
Who is it that hath di*d for this offence ? 
There's many haue committed it. 
Luc* I, wellfaid* 

Ang, The Law hath not bin dead,thogh it hA.thflopt 
Thofe many had not d ar'd to doe that cMiti 
If the fitftj that did th'Edift infringe' 
Had anfwer'd for his deed ; Now 'tis awake, 
Takes note of what is done, and like a Prophet 
Lookes in a glafle that fhewes what future euils 
Either now, or by remiflenefle, new conceiu*dj 
And fo in progreffcto be hatc^hd^nd borne ^ 
Arc now to hauenofucceffiue degrees , 
But here theyliueto end. 

Iftb. Yet ftiew fome pittie* 

Aug, I ftiew it moft of all, when I {how lu ftice; ' 
For then I pittie thofe I doe not know, 
Which 3 difrcm'd offence, would after gayle 

And 


